
KESTREL NEWS               NO:1 

 

kestrels@nayland.suffolk.sch.co.uk 

 

Dear Parents 

                   Welcome back, I hope that you all had an enjoyable Summer 

and are looking forward to the new school year. 

During our first term the learning will have a heavy focus on Geography 

which will begin with the study of mountains.   

 Literacy learning will be based around our exciting and popular text for 

the term - Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone - wherever possible. 

We will include grammar, spelling, punctuation, comprehension and 

poetry in writing. Dance, drama, music, art, design and science will also 

be linked to the book. 

In maths we are starting with place value building on the year four 

learning from 100ths to 1,000,000s by multiplying and dividing by 10s 

and 100s. Thoroughly knowing and making links within times tables to 12 

is essential to sound understanding in many areas of maths and so the 

children should continue to practice this skill. 

Our P.E. for the first term will be, both outdoor games, requiring tracksuit 

with trainers, and yoga for which the kit is shorts and a t-shirt with bare 

feet. Outdoor games will take place in all weathers so the Kestrels will 

need to have a small hand towel in their kit. If your child has pierced ears 

they should be able to remove and replace them independently as they 

will be required to do so prior to participating in P.E. lessons. To keep 

earrings safe please provide a small, named pot or box. P.E. kit should be 

brought to school on Monday and taken home on Friday to be available 

for our regular Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday lessons as well as any 

extra activities. Please note there is no spare kit in upper key stage 2. 

Please ensure all kit is named. 

 A named water bottle with sports cap should be brought to school daily 

together with the usual healthy snack for morning break or cash to 

purchase one from the kitchen. It should be refillable and contain water 



only, the children will have their bottle with them to keep hydrated 

throughout the school day. 

 Thank you if you have sent in essential medicines to be held in our class 

medical bag, if not please do so as soon as possible.  

For those students continuing brass instruction, the new teacher will be 

giving lessons on Fridays. A separate communication will be sent with 

further details. Instruments will need to be brought to school and taken 

home every Friday.  

I attach our homelearning weekly timetable which, together with the new 

reading diaries, should guide you in supporting your child to have the 

appropriate equipment on the correct day and in meeting homework 

deadlines. Please also use the diary to record all home reading. I ask that 

you talk to your child first for any clarification as I am encouraging their 

independence and will expect them to take responsibility for being 

prepared for their learning each day.  

As storage space both in class and our cloakroom area is minimal, please 

collaborate with your child to use sensibly sized bags, which are no larger 

than a book bag, for everyday use and a PE bag that is as small as 

possible.  

Kestrels should not bring a pencil case nor items of stationery from home; 

all necessary stationery will be provided. Please do not send expensive or 

precious items to school as the loss or damage of them can be very 

upsetting for all concerned.  

Your child’s wellbeing is an extremely important contributory factor to 

their success and progress at school. Please write, telephone, email or 

make an appointment to see me if there are any issues. Emails will be 

checked and answered within 48 working hours wherever possible. I take 

the view that the better informed I am, the more I am able to tailor my 

response to each individual child. For more urgent maters please contact 

the school office. 

Thank you if you have already completed the end of day arrangements 

form. For temporary changes, please send a note. For permanent changes 

request another form via your child.  

Our library books can be exchanged on any day after 3pm.            

Reading books and diaries should be in school every day. See your child’s 

diary for tasks set and dates due. 



As you will be very aware, we place great emphasis on the value of daily 

reading with your child and this remains equally as important in year five. 

If you (Aunts, Uncles or Grandparents) are able to spare some time to 

help with hearing reading during the school day please contact me to 

make arrangements. Regular volunteers, occasional or one off visits are 

all greatly appreciated and very welcome. Please also let me know if you 

have any other special skills or knowledge that you would be willing to 

share with our powerful learners. 

The overall message for the year 5 class at Nayland is to build 

independence, self-regulate and accept accountability for themselves and 

their actions. We will refer to the year 5 class as Seniors and allow them 

certain extra privileges. 

 

Thank you for your support 

Mrs Brandon 

 

Home learning subject  Set on… Due on… 

   

Spelling Monday Monday 

Comprehension Wednesday Tuesday 

Maths Friday Monday 

Kestrels will be set a project to complete at the end of each half-term 
which should be handed in on their return to school after the half-term 

holiday.  

 

 


