
 

Cygnet News 
Our theme for this half term is ‘Toys’. 
We hope you had a great Christmas holiday and many thanks again for all the Christmas greetings and 

gifts. Our theme this half term is based all around ‘Toys’, the children have already started planning 

some ideas and want to paint pictures of their favourite toys and make a toy! We will be looking at 

‘toys in the past’ and it would be great if you could take a look in the loft for any old toys you have 

kept from your childhood (or even ask Grandparents!) as we would like to compare these with modern 

toys.   

Personal, Social and emotional Development….To encourage confidence and self-respect whilst 

children play and learn.  They will encourage to share, take turns and cooperate with adults and other 

children.  These positive attitudes will be rewarded with praise and in our weekly ‘celebration 

assembly’ on Fridays. 

Communication and Language…To provide the opportunity for children to enjoy a variety of 

imaginative situations including responding to stories and participating in role-play.  The writing of 

labels for displays will help children to develop early writing skills. The class texts will include poetry, 

stories and non-fiction texts including ‘Kipper’s Toy box’, ‘Just like Jasper’ and ‘Toys Now and Then’. 

Mathematics…Toys are a natural focus for children’s attention and this will encourage them to join in 

conversations using a range of mathematical vocabulary. Toys are also particularly good objects to 

sort, compare and order.  As children sort toys into sets they will build a working vocabulary of 

descriptive and comparative language. 

Understanding of the World…Finding out about toys from the past and subsequently comparing and 

contrasting them with modern toys. Using ICT to support learning across all areas of the EYFS 

curriculum.   

Physical Development…Through building with construction toys, using a variety of types of puppets, 

handling precious toys sensitively and playing action games, children will develop control and 

coordination whilst also having the opportunity to work in an imaginative way.  By playing whole group 

games they will become aware of the restrictions of space and the needs of others. 

Expressive Arts and Design…Exploring colour, texture, shape and space in two and three dimensions.  

Stories and games throughout the topic provide a key stimulus for listening, looking and responding. 

Throughout the week the children will take part in a wide range of activities to suit all learning styles.  

Some will be recorded for you to see at ‘Look-and-Share’ sessions but do talk to your child about 

their learning, they can tell you so much more! 

 

 

Reminders:  

Monday -NOMA packs returned/ PE with Mrs Pettman/reading books changed.  

Tuesday – Forest Schools 29/1, 5/2, 12/2 (and the first three weeks of next half term). 

Wednesday- PE with Mrs Eldridge/French with Madam Bush  

Thursday-  PE with Mrs Pettman 

Friday-Library exchange/Celebration assembly/French with Madam Bush/reading books changed.  

 

Please feel free to contact us by emailing cygnets@nayland.suffolk.sch.uk 
 

Mrs Eves and Mrs Betts                                             
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