
Woodpeckers Newsletter  
 

 

Dear Woodpecker parents,  

A warm welcome back to you all and thank you for your kind Christmas gifts. I hope everyone 

enjoyed the holiday and that you are all looking forward to the new term.  

The theme for the first half of this term is Healthy Living. In English we will be having a go at 

writing fiction and non-fiction texts. We will be learning the story ‘The Enormous Turnip’ 

orally, using actions and then adapting the story to create our own. We will also be looking at 

‘Handa’s Surprise’, which will link to some instruction writing and ‘Oliver’s vegetables’ where we 

will write information texts. Within this theme we will also go on a local walk to look at some 

allotments and think about the growing process of crops and vegetables. We will do some Art 

and DT focussed on plants, vegetables and even scarecrows! A great thing to look forward to 

at the end of the half term is a trip to Jimmy’s farm where we will learn even more about 

healthy living. As much as possible the curriculum will be taught through this theme.  

In maths, we will continue to look at the place value for 2 and 3 digit numbers and deepen our 

understanding of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. The children will extend 

their understanding of measures and shape, particularly focussing on capacity and symmetry. 

We will revisit fractions; recognising what a half and quarter are and getting used to using 

this language.  

During this half term Mrs Gray will be working in Woodpeckers as a trainee teacher. We have 

already been working closely together and I am sure Woodpeckers will give her a very warm 

welcome.  

The theme for the second half of the term is Castles. This topic will include lots of history, 

identifying different features of castles and how people’s lives were different. At the end of 

the term we will be having ‘History off the page’ coming in to school to immerse us in a whole 

day of castle life! Letters for both trips will be coming out later this week.  

Your interest and involvement is extremely important to your child’s happiness and progress.  

If there is any issue that you would like to speak to me about, please do not hesitate to make 

an appointment to see me. A reminder that you can also contact me at 

woodpeckersnayland@hotmail.co.uk, regarding any non-urgent matters, as this e-mail is not 

checked daily.   

Thank you for taking the time to find out about our learning this term.  

Mrs Coburn 



Reminders for your diaries: 

 

 Reading books are exchanged on a Thursday. 

 Library books and maths games are exchanged on Wednesdays. 

 PE: Tuesday (gymnastics and dance)  

and 

Wednesday (outdoor games – please remember outdoor games kit!) 

 

Earrings 

On P.E. days please send your child to school without earrings. 

 

Games Kit 

During the Autumn and Spring terms when the weather can be cold, children need to have a 

games kit in school for outdoor P.E. lessons.  This should consist of: 

 A warm tracksuit; 

 A T-shirt; 

 A pair of socks; 

 A pair of trainers. 

 

Please ensure your children have the correct kit in school for all lessons. 

 

 


