
4th September 2019 
Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back to school and to Owl class. I hope that you all had a good holiday 
and are ready for an exciting new term of learning! 
 
Our learning this term 

During the first half of this term our learning will be inspired by the theme of “The Romans 
in Britain.” Our Romans topic will study aspects of daily life in Britain before and after the 
invasion, and children will develop their historical skills to answer questions on the changes 
brought about by the Romans. Rise of the Robots will be our focus after half term. As well 
as explaining the different types of robots and what they are used for, we shall link our 
science learning about Magnets and Electricity to design and create our own robots! 
 
Within both these topic areas, the children will use a wide range of text types such as; 
fiction and non-fiction books, internet sources and poetry to extend their speaking and 
listening, reading and writing skills. In reading an emphasis will continue to be placed on 
improving children’s comprehension skills, particularly inference and deduction. We will be 
focusing on (SPAG) spelling, punctuation and grammar both in taught sessions and 
independent writing. The children will be consolidating and extending their understanding and 
use of verbs, adjectives and sentence punctuation. Paragraphs to organise our writing will 
be a focus for many of the class. Children will continue to become independent spellers and 
to extend their vocabulary.  
 
In Maths we will be looking at place value for numbers up to ten thousand; deepening our 
understanding of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division strategies as we move 
towards the use of more formal written methods and apply this learning to ‘money and real 
life’ problems.  The children will extend their understanding of measures and shape, as well as 
multiplication, division and fractions, including decimals. Emphasis will be placed on quick and 
accurate use of number bonds and ALL times tables up to 12x12. 
 
 
READING BOOKS: During their time in Owl class, every child will become responsible for their 
own reading choices, with support from us of course. Reading books are exchanged 
throughout the week, whenever they have completed their book they choose a new one. 
Please make sure you still continue to read and share books with your child every day. As the 
year progresses, many will grow into being very proficient readers but still need your 
support to develop their comprehension skills. Daily use of the ‘Reading Record’ will enable us 
to keep track of what book they are currently enjoying, so please continue to write 
comments on how they are reading and what they thought about the content, especially if 
it is a story.   
 
I would be very grateful if any of you would like to come in and hear children read so if you 
have any time spare in the week and would like to help, please let me know.  
 
Library books and maths games are exchanged on Wednesdays. 
 
PE  
Monday - (gymnastics) 
Wednesday - (outdoor games – please remember outdoor games kit!) 
Friday - Swimming (from 13th September for 6 weeks) (Costume, swimming hat, goggles and 
towel in a bag.) 



 
During the autumn and spring terms when the weather can be cold, children need to always 
have their games kit in school for outdoor P.E. lessons.  This should consist of: 

 A warm tracksuit; 
 A T-shirt; 
 A pair of socks; 
 A pair of trainers. 

Please ensure your children have the correct kit in school for all lessons as lots of time can 
be wasted searching for spare kit. We have no trainers so unfortunately; your child will miss 
their games lesson if they do not bring in the correct kit.   
 
School bags  
Children only need one bag for their P.E kit and a smaller bag to carry their reading book & 
log and home learning book. Please try and avoid using oversized bags as we only have small 
cupboards for the children to store them.  
 
Music 
The brass lessons begin this term on Friday morning. Within a few weeks, I will send out the 
relevant information and once forms have been signed, your child will be bringing home a 
cornet or baritone!  
 
Healthy snacks 
Please remember a healthy snack for morning break.  If children could please bring a clearly 
labelled water bottle in from home which will be kept just outside the classroom that would 
be very helpful.  
 
If there are any issues or questions that you would like to speak to me about, please do not 
hesitate to make an appointment. You can email for any non-urgent issues, the class email 
address is owls@nayland.suffolk.sch.uk. 
Please note this email account will not be checked daily.   
 
Thank you for all the support you are already giving to your child. We are holding short 
meetings on Thursday 12th September 9:15 – 9:45 and 2:45 – 3:15, when I can tell you more 
about the Year 4 curriculum and suggest ways for every child to continue to succeed in 
their learning this year.  
 
Miss Connell   
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