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Dear Owl Class Parents,    
 
I hope you all had an enjoyable Christmas and a very big thank you all for the lovely 
presents you gave me. I would like to wish you all a very Happy New Year! 
 

 
Our learning this term 
This term our learning is inspired by the theme of ‘Settlers and Settlements.’ This 
introduces children to how settlements develop over time and how early settlers started 
many of the villages or towns we know today. We will combine learning about Anglo-Saxons 
in Britain with geographical work on the development of settlements. We are planning a 
trip to the Anglo-Saxon settlement of West Stow (details to follow) and we will also be 
making links with our science learning to understand what materials were available to the 
Anglo-Saxons, to keep themselves and ourselves warm.  
 
Within this topic, the children will continue to use a range of texts to extend their 
speaking and listening, reading and writing skills with a particular focus on information 
texts and Saxon tales. As reading is such an important part of all learning, we will be 
inviting parents to share some of our classroom books - details to follow. Please let me 
know if you could help with individual reading; your help would be very much appreciated. 

 
In maths, we will be consolidating our understanding of addition and subtraction using 
numbers up to 10000 and solving ‘real life’ and money problems.  The children will classify 
and describe 2D and 3D shapes and recognise angles, compass directions and coordinates. 
They will continue to develop their understanding of multiplication and division, using all 
times tables, and relate their understanding of division to fractions and decimals. It is so 
important that they continue to learn or practise their times tables. There are lots of 
games and songs which the children know which they can play at home to help them 
consolidate their learning of the times tables. Try out hit the button which is a class 
favourite. 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 
 
PE 
Indoor PE on Mondays and Fridays and outdoor PE on Wednesdays.  Children need to 
have an outdoor games kit in school. This should consist of: 
 a warm tracksuit (a dark colour may be preferable as the field gets muddy); 
 T-shirt;  
 a pair of extra socks; trainers (and a plastic bag for storing them when muddy).  
 
 
Music 
Brass lessons continue on Fridays. It was great to see so many of you at the end of term 
concert and I am sure you are impressed by the progress your child has made with Mr Rowe 
as our teacher. All of the class have been invited to join the brass band which started this 
Friday at TGS. This is a fantastic opportunity for children to develop their musical skills, 
but obviously will appeal to those who are happy to put in that extra commitment to 
practise daily! The band practise starts from 3:30 at TGS so you are able to collect your 



child from school at 3:10 to get them there on time. If you are interested in your child 
starting this then please email me and let me know as we may be able to sort out lifts 
between parents for the children attending.  

 
Just a final reminder about Home learning.  

 Each Wednesday, a reading comprehension, SPaG activity and a Maths game, sheet or 
MyMaths to reinforce class learning. These are due the following Monday.  

 Library books and maths games are exchanged on Wednesdays. 
 Times tables must be practised regularly – daily would be amazing!  
 Spelling of tricky words, need to be practised daily and some Year 3 /4 list words will 

be set each week. (Monday to Monday).  
 Reading to you and with you, and discussing the text is very important for your child’s 

reading development throughout KS2. The class are such keen readers and are always 
recommending their latest books to each other which is fantastic.  
 

Your continuing support and interest in all we do in class is invaluable to your child’s 
learning. If there are any issues or questions that you would like to speak to me about, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. Please email for any non-urgent issues, the class 
email address is owls4@hotmail.co.uk. Please note this email account will not be checked 
daily. 

 
Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter all about our exciting term of 
learning. 
 
Miss Connell  
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