
September 2018 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to school and to your new class - Kingfishers. I hope that everyone had a 

good holiday and is ready for an exciting year of learning.  

 

Our learning this term 

During the first half of this term our learning will be inspired by the theme of ‘Moving 

and Growing’. The children will be learning about ‘Moving & Growing’ in the animal and 

plant kingdoms. This topic will also link with learning about what helps our bodies grow 

and stay healthy: 'Healthy Me' which will be our focus after half term.   

 

Within these topic areas, the children will use a range of fiction and non-fiction books, 

ICT resources, poetry and playscripts to extend their speaking and listening, reading 

and writing skills.  In our writing, we will consider how to add interest for the reader 

through the use of descriptive vocabulary.  We will look at grammar, focusing on 

consolidating our understanding of adjectives, verbs and punctuation including speech 

punctuation. Children will be encouraged to become independent spellers and to extend 

their vocabulary using a dictionary and a thesaurus.  

 
Our focus on reading continues and as your child moves through Key Stage 2, the 

emphasis on reading moves towards reading for meaning. Consequently, one of the home 

reading sessions will be a text with questions to develop comprehension skills so look out 

for the paper copy in book bags each week. It is important that the text and questions 

are discussed with your child to deepen understanding of any new vocabulary, 

descriptive language and figurative expressions.   

 

In maths, we will begin by consolidating our understanding of place value, addition and 

subtraction strategies as well as applying this learning to ‘money and real life’ problems. 

The children will extend their understanding of measures and shape, as well as 

multiplication, division and fractions. The focus on learning times tables and division 

facts continues and the target for year 3 is rapid and random recall of 3, 4, 8 times 

tables and division facts as well as 2, 5, 10 from year 2.  Rapid and random recall of 

these basic number facts is essential in so many areas of maths learning, so keep 

practising!  

 

In PE, the children will enjoy gymnastics and outdoor games.  After half-term 

Kingfishers will be swimming at the Kingfisher Pool, Sudbury (more information to 

follow).  In PSHE, our focus will be on 'New Beginnings' and how rules affect us which 

links with our RE learning about Rules and Customs.  Kingfishers will continue to learn 

French.   

 

Your interest and involvement is extremely important to your child’s happiness and 

progress.  More information will also be available in the Keys to Success meetings 

scheduled for Thursday 13th September (9.15-9.45am or 2.45-3.15pm). If there is any 

issue that you would like to speak to me about, please do not hesitate to make an 

appointment to see me. A reminder that you can also contact me at 

Kingfishers@Nayland.suffolk.sch.uk (please note new email address), regarding any 



non-urgent matters, as this e-mail is not checked daily.  Finally, if you have some spare 

some time to listen to children read at school, your help would be very much 

appreciated.  Thank you for taking the time to find out about our learning this term.  

 

Barbara English,  

Kingfisher Class Teacher 

 

Reminders for your diaries: 

 

Reading books are usually exchanged on Tuesdays. 

Library books and maths games are exchanged on Wednesdays. 

 

PE  - Monday (gymnastics) 

- Wednesday (outdoor games – please remember outdoor games kit!) 

 

On P.E. days please send your child to school without earrings or ensure your 

child is able to remove earrings independently. 

 

 

Games Kit 

During the Autumn and Spring terms when the weather can be cold, children 

need to have a games kit in school for outdoor P.E. lessons; consisting of: 

 A warm tracksuit; 

 A T-shirt; 

 A pair of socks; 

 A pair of trainers. 

 

 

Healthy snack 

Please remember a healthy snack for morning break. Kingfishers have the 

opportunity to buy a snack (50p) and water is available in the classroom. 

 

 
End of Day Arrangements 

I would appreciate if parents could send me a note confirming the end of day 

arrangements for their child e.g. clubs/Woodland Corner; which days he/she 

travels home by bus or is collected after school.  When there is a change to 

the end of day travel arrangements, it would be very helpful if you could 

send a note with your child. Thank you. 


