
January 2018 

Dear Parents, 

 

I hope you all had an enjoyable Christmas and many thanks for the lovely Christmas presents.  

Best wishes to all for the New Year.    

 

Looking forward to a busy term of learning; this term our learning is inspired by the theme 

of ‘Settlers and Settlements’. We will be combining geographical work on settlements with 

learning about the Anglo-Saxons.  This will introduce the children to how settlements have 

developed over time, using ordnance survey maps as well as understanding how early settlers 

provided many of the settlements we have today.  We are planning a trip to the Anglo-Saxon 

settlement of West Stow and we will also be making links with our science learning to 

understand what materials were available to the Anglo-Saxons, to keep themselves and 

ourselves warm.  

 

Within this topic, the children will use a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry to extend 

their speaking and listening, reading and writing skills, with a particular focus on information 

texts and Saxon tales.  As reading is such an important part of all learning, we will be inviting 

parents to share some of our classroom books - details to follow.  Please let me know if you 

could help with individual reading; your help would be very much appreciated.   

 

In maths, we will start with learning about time, on analogue and digital clocks, and applying 

this knowledge to solve real life problems.  We will continue to consolidate our understanding 

of addition and subtraction strategies, using numbers up to 1000 and beyond, as well as 

solving ‘real life’ and money problems.  The children will classify, describe and reason about 

2D and 3D shapes and recognise compass directions and coordinates. Rapid and random recall 

of times tables and corresponding division facts remains a priority, as well as relating this 

knowledge to solve real life problems with larger numbers and fractions.   

 

In PSHE, we will be discussing ‘Going for Goals’ followed by healthy lifestyles and 

relationships (persuasion and peer pressure). This will involve an afternoon when adults are 

invited to discuss certain issues and scenarios with your child (more details to follow). 

 

Library books and maths games will continue to be exchanged on Wednesdays.  PE/dance will 

take place on Mondays and Thursdays, outdoor PE on Wednesdays.  Children need to have a 

games kit in school for outdoor PE lessons.  This should consist of: 

 a warm tracksuit (a dark colour may be preferable as the field gets muddy); 

 T-shirt;  

 a pair of socks and trainers (and a plastic bag for muddy trainers). 

 

Home learning for your child can consist of the following: 

 a maths game/sheet to complete or play or mymaths learning; 

 a comprehension exercise to be discussed and supported, as required, with an adult; 



 daily reading and discussion with an adult is very important for the development of your 

child’s comprehension throughout key stage 2; 

 practising spelling of tricky words;  

 practising rapid and random recall of target times tables and division facts 

(https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button is very useful, also doubling 

and halving, amongst other games to explore); and 

 telling the time on an analogue and digital clock as well as relating this understanding to solve 

real life problems. 

 

Your interest and involvement is extremely important to your child’s happiness and progress.  

Thank you for taking the time to find out about our learning this term and please do not 

hesitate to contact me (kingfishersnayland@hotmail.co.uk) to discuss any issues, although 

please do not send change to end of day arrangements as this email is not checked daily. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Barbara English, 

Kingfisher Class Teacher 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button

