
KESTREL NEWS               NO:3 

 

 

Dear Parents 

                   I hope that you all had an enjoyable Easter and are looking forward to the 

new term.  

Learning this term 

Our theme for learning this term is a world study based on ancient Egypt.  The children 

will start their learning on the River Nile and will end in the Valley of the Kings.  On route 

they will they will learn about everyday life and customs of the people from all walks of 

life for the ancient Egyptians and make links with their own experiences. We look 

forward to an exciting trip to The British Museum in our first half term.  Of course no 

study of ancient Egypt would be complete without an in depth understanding of their 

burial rites and beliefs. There will be a wealth of geography, a heavy focus on history 

and of course science learning throughout the theme of this topic.  Art, music, drama, 

dance and PE will also be linked.  

Literacy learning will be within the topic wherever possible with the expectation of 

presentation increasing. We will include the more advanced grammar, continue with 

spelling, punctuation, comprehension and some poetry in writing.  

R.E. begins with looking in detail at Buddhist beliefs and lifestyle.  

In maths we are starting the more advanced level of statistics including ratio and 

proportion.   

Our P.E. for the first term will be, both outdoor, requiring tracksuit with trainers, and 

dance for which the kit is shorts and a t-shirt with bare feet. Outdoor games will take 

place in all weathers so the Kestrels will need to bring a small hand towel. 

 A named water bottle with sports cap should be brought to school daily together with 

the usual healthy snack for morning break or cash to purchase one from the kitchen.   

Your child’s wellbeing is an extremely important contributory factor to their success and 

progress at school. Please write, telephone, email or make an appointment to see me if 

there are any issues. Emails will be checked weekly (kestrelsnayland@hotmail.co.uk). I 

take the view that the better informed I am, the more I am able to tailor my response to 

each individual child. 

Routines 

Our library books can be exchanged on any day from 3pm. 

Reading books and homework diaries should be in school every day. 

P.E. kit is needed on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday.  



Spelling homework will be set weekly on Monday to be learned by the following Monday. 

Mymaths will be set on Friday with a deadline of the following Monday. A comprehension 

paper will be set each Wednesday due back by the next Wednesday. 

As you will be very aware, we place great emphasis on the value of daily reading with 

your child and this remains equally as important in year five. If you (Aunts, Uncles or 

Grandparents) are able to spare some time to help with hearing reading during the 

school day please contact me to make arrangements. Regular volunteers, occasional or 

one off visits are all greatly appreciated and very welcome. Please also let me know if 

you have any other special skills or knowledge that you would be willing to share with 

our powerful learners. 

 

Once again we must thank you for your continued partnership in supporting your child’s 

progress both academically and pastorally.  We are very proud of the progress the 

Kestrels class have made and are looking forward to our final term of exciting year 5 

learning. 

Best regards 

Mrs Brandon 

 

 

 


