
KESTREL NEWS               NO:2 

 

 

Dear Parents 

                   I hope that you all had an enjoyable Christmas 

break and wish you a very happy and healthy new year. The 

Kestrel team and I were overwhelmed by your generosity and 

send our thanks for the many the wonderful Christmas cards 

and gifts that we received. 

During our second term in year 5 the learning will have a 

heavy focus on Science. Our topic, Universal Beginnings, will 

start with the shape, size, rotation and orbit of Earth. During 

the second half term we will study the Moon, seasons, years, 

our solar system and beyond.  

We will be reading poetry, fiction and non-fiction books and 

researching, making use of and building upon our computing 

skills.                                                                             

Daily reading with your child remains an easy, pleasurable and 

vital part of home learning for year five pupils and is a great 

habit for children of this age to develop in preparation for 

access to their future learning and GCSE study.   

Literacy learning will be within the topic wherever possible, 

beginning with unusual multi-genre text George’s Secret Key to 

the Universe. We will continue to improve our presentation 

skills, spelling, and to expand upon our knowledge of English 

grammar.  

In maths our initial focus is to secure time facts and to learn 

strategies needed to use and apply this knowledge to 

timetables. We will quickly move on to reading, writing and 

converting between units of measurement. We will go on to 



learn and practise selecting appropriate units of measurement 

for real life situations. 

Our P.E. for this term will be all weather outdoor games, for 

which the Kestrels need a warm tracksuit, trainers and a small 

towel. Please send a carrier bag each week for muddy trainers 

to be transported home in. For dance the kit is a t-shirt and 

shorts. These should be in school every day for our planned 

lessons and any impromptu session. If your child has pierced 

ears they should be able to remove them independently.  

Thank you to everyone who sends a small bag, our space really 

is limited, especially at this time of year when winter coats, 

hats, scarves and gloves need to be stored during indoor 

learning time. 

 Please remind your child to bring their named water bottle 

with sports cap to school daily together with the usual healthy 

snack or money for morning break.   

Homework diaries, should guide you in supporting your child to 

have the appropriate equipment on the correct day. As we 

continue to foster and build upon their independence please 

talk to your child first for any clarification. My expectation is 

that each student takes responsibility for being prepared for 

their learning each day.   

Homework will continue to be: spellings set on Monday 

assessed on the following Monday; comprehension set on 

Wednesday due on the following Tuesday and Mymaths set on 

Friday due on Monday. These deadlines will be written in 

homework diaries.  

Thank you for keeping me well informed about your child in 

terms of their wellbeing during our first term together. I am 

very keen for this communication to continue. The wellbeing of 

an individual needs to be in place for progress at school to be 

optimised. Please write, telephone or make an appointment to 

see me if there are any issues as this will assist me in 



supporting your child’s learning. Feel free to use the class 

email, which is checked weekly, for non-urgent communication. 

An end of day arrangements form should be completed if there 

are any changes to the arrangements from last term. If 

changes need to be made in the future, please send a note or 

request another form via your child.  

Thank you again to those of you who have given of your 

valuable time to join us in our learning on a regular basis or 

odd occasions, you really have enriched the learning 

experiences of the class. If you (Aunts, Uncles or 

Grandparents) are able to spare any time to help with hearing 

reading during the school day please contact me to make 

arrangements. Regular volunteers, occasional or a one off 

sessions are all greatly appreciated and very welcome.  

  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs Brandon 

 

 


